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Coopenatlve Convention Amazes Spons()rs

National Wholesale Orgamzatlon Formed Successfully in “West
Encouraging Spread of Movement Eastward—Brooklyn
Woman Leader in New York City

HE first national convention to dis-
euss eooperation, reeently held in
Springficld, 111, was a signiticant event in
the rapidly growing cooperalive move-
ment in this evuntry. Cooperative mar-
keting associations have had marked sue-
cess in the United States, but the exist-
enee of cooperative stores was for years

precarions. To-day they are prospering
anfl this is largely due to the interest and
enthusissm with which working men are
taking hold of them.

This is illustrated by the personnel of
the convention. Wlen the Cooperative
League of America 1ssued a eall for this
first national gathering it remained to be
seen who would respond. The first day
of the congress revealed the fact that the
delegales who had travelled from New
England, from the mining distriets of the
Alleghanies and the Central and north
Central States, the men who had come
over the Rockies from the California coast
and the Puget Bound distriet, the cooper-
ators from the smelting regions of Mon-
tana, from industrial eitics like Cleveland
and Chicago, were predominantly labor
men.

Seven Wholesale Ones Merged.

"The significant event of the convention
from a business point of view was the
merging of the seven couperative whole-
siles in this eountry into the National Co-
operative Wholesale. The president is
Dalton C. Clark, head of the cooperative
wholesale for the tri-States distriet (Penn-
sylvania, West Virginia and Ohio) ; the
vice-president, Carl Lunn, hiead of the co-
operative wholesale for the Puget Sound
distriet; the secretary-treasurer, Dunesn
McDonsld, formerly treasurer of the
United Mine Workers and now head of
the cooperative wholesale for the Central
Btates distriet. The four other directors
are Emest O. F. Ames, head of the co-
operative wholesale for the Pacific cosst
district; K. E. Grendahl, head of the co-
operative wholesale for the Eastern dis-
triet; Jolm Nummivoori, head of the co-
operative wholesale for the north Central
States district, and C. F. Lowrie, lhead of
the cooperalive wholesale for the Nordi-
west district.

That was surprise number one, the for-
mution of a national wholesale, The next
astounding thing was the discovery that
this eombination represents a turnover of
$20,200,000 from cousumers' ecoperatives
and necarly £100,000,000 from producers’
eooperatives. This group does not repre-
sent more than a third of the business
done by cooperatives in the United States.
The Cooperative League of America has
up to date diseovercd 1,000 eooperative
stores in the country, and part of the
work of the new wholesale eombina-
tion will be to affiliate the two-thirds
that are still isolated and not reeeiving
the benefits of the wholesale discounts rep-
resenied by the allied group.

The three days convention was really
more like a eontinuous mrprim party

than a business meeting. It was a good
deal like one of those family econventions
where &all of the Howards or the erkinses
come together for the first time and dis-
cover what their kin, whom they have
never met before, are doing.  Ounly, of
eourse, there were colleetive human mter-
est stories rather than individnal narra-
tives, for that is the erux of cooperation.

No natural leader ean get anywhere
alone in this field. It's the sustained and
united effort of a group that makes a sne-
cessful cooperative store. The prowess of
cooperators in Seattle might have sug-
gested the cloud of glory that always
hangs over the almost mythical exploits
of our ancestors had the Seattle story
not been so very modern and so replete
with figures,

Seattle Leads in Cooperative Work.

In less than four years Seattle has
reached a point where it leads every other
city in the country in its cooperative
projects. The cooperative ball was really
set rolling by laundry employers who ig-
nored the minimum wage law for women,
with the result that a group of laundry
workers decided to raise money and run a
laundry of their owm, and suceecded in
doing so after a struggle with certain busi-
ness interests that hampered the project
at every tumn.

Secrct, baffling eomplications delayed
the erection and control of their building.
Then it was found impossible to got any
firm on the ecoast or for a long way ecast
which handled lsundry machinery to sell
them equipment. Certain firms confessed
that they bad been warned that private
laundry owners would never do business
with them again if they sold to (he co-
operative.

At last s firm that was going out of
business sold and sent them the ma-
chinery, which was seerctly delivered, in-
stalled and kept under gunard. Fine! at
lasi they were going to do busiuess. But
they found that no one would sell them
soap, starch and other supplies of that
nature. The ecooperators had finally to
hunt a salesman who would buy the goods
and have them delivered in his eellar,
from where they were seeretly carried by
night.

At last the laundry opened. To-day it
is doing a business of $2,300 a week. The
eooperatons have also developed a bakery
with three sales rooms and restaurants,
They have taken over the city market,
selling meats, dairy products, {ruits and
vegetables. The sales in the meat depart-
ment alone were 57,000 last month.

Helps Dairy Farmers Greatly,

Nor has eooperation stopped here. It
owns the largest sausage plant in Seattle,
has taken over s slaughter house, and on
appeal from the farmers, who were get-
ting only 20 eents a gallon for milk that
retailed at 00 cents a gallon, has rescued
them from the distributers by buying a
$10,000 plant, whieh is being enlarged to

three times its former size, and will soon

put. 8 cooperalive brand of condensed
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“NTERESTING light on the boyhood of
Georges Guynemer, the great French
ace, is given by a book writlen by Henry
Bordeaux and just translaled into Eng-
lish by Mrs. Louise Morgan Still. His
father placed Georges in Stanislans Col-
lege, Paris; at the age of 12, and one of
the prefecis there, the Abbe Chesnais, in
hitherto unpublished notes says of his
pupil:

“His eyes vividly expressed the head-
strong, fighting nature of the boy; he did
not eare for quict games, but was devoted
to those requiring skill, agility and foreo.
He liked best of all la petitc guerre,
highly popular among the younger
elasses,

“The players were divided in two
srmies, ench commanded by a peneral
ehosen by the pupils themselves, and hav-
ing officers »f all ranks. Each soldier
wore on’ his left arm a mocable brassard.
The object of the hattle was the capture
of a flag, and its defenee, sot up on a ecol-
nmn or a wall or a tree in the courtyard.
The soldier from whom his brassard was
taken was mdmd degad.
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“Guynemer, who was somewhat weak
and sickly, always remained a private sol-
dier. His eomrades, who wanted a gen-
eral with strength enongh to maintain an-
thority, never dreamed of placing him at
their head. But when a choice of soldiers
was to be made his name was called among
the first, for he was eounted among the
best.

“Althongh he had not much strength,
he bod sgility, a quick eye, cleverness,
cautien and a talent for strategy. He
played his game himself, not liking to
take suggestions from his chiéfa. He fol-
lowed his own ideas. Always he attacked
the strongest enemy and aftacked those
comrades who held the highest rank.

“With the suppleness of a eat he climbed
troes, flung himself to the ground, erept
along barriers, slipped between the logs
of his adversaries and bounded tri-
umpbantly off with a number of brassards.
It was a great joy to him to bring the
trophies to his general”

The abbe's portrait delineates nearly all
the charasteristics that made Guynemer
the aece of aeces, The individuality of his
fighting, his kill and daring, his bent for
strafegy all eounted to the extreme in his

milk on the market. Tu the Puget Sound
distriet around Seattle labor has tuken
over thirty-one shingle and lumber mills.

1t is generous ehecks from the umions
that have enublwl ecoperation to move
forward so rapidly in this district. The
market and the milk projects have
brouglt ready contributions from the
farmers. One union, the ship builders,
which npumbers 20,000 men in Seattle,
has given checks running as high as §12,-
000 at a time,

The initial opposition, while embaras-

‘sing, was from the cooperators’ point of

view very beneficial, as it aroused among
working people and farmers the enthusi-
asm and the sustained effort neeessary to
the movement.

In Montana the cooperative movement
really never hecame vigorous until at-
tacked by mining and milling interests,
“Tt was what put punch into the group,”
explained a delegute from that part of the
conntry.

In Great Falls, Mon., a smelting town
of about 40,000, the cooperative associa-
tion which had organized an office to sell
wheat in 8t. Paul, found itself opposed
by the miliers who retaliated by refusing
to sell flour in Great Falls. This proved
to be an opportunity for the small local
cooperative store which the association had
started. It secured flour from independ-
ent millers and sold to the whole eity. Get-
ting the flour to Great Falls over the rail-
road was a problem, for some influence
would keep sidetracking the freight. But
cooperators saw (o it that friendly rail-
way employees kept slipping the freight
ulong and so the cooperative won,

Now Has Chain of 100 Stores.

The next move of private interests was
one that really made the cooperative store.
Labor was getling so powerful in the city
that at the suggestion of the Employers’
Association the business men closed every
store in town to bring labor to terms. An-
other opportunity for the little sooperative
store whieh was still so small that it had
been overlooked as the weak point in the
eampaign. The cooperative fed the town
—it happened that the store had, just got
in a large stock of goods—hut it was prob-
lematieal how long it could continue to do
s0. There was just one duy's supply left
when the buginess men gave in and opened
their doors ogain. To-day this coopera-
tive has grown to a wholesale with a chain
aof 100 stores.

Delegates crowded sround the modest
little Seotehman who tol? the tale.. “And
you people did all that!” “And we-never
heard of it} men exclaimed as they shook
his band in turn.

In Illinois there is a chain of seventy
eooperative stores. “We organised,” the
miners said, “because we eouldn’t keep
wages going up as fasl as the price of
goods” Here it is the Italians who are
proving their ability as cooperators, In
one town where a cooperative had just
been started an Italian came in and asked
the manager, “You could use one thou-
sand dollar? I have one thousand deilar. I

Guynemer S Boyhood Forecast Ace’s F uture

air battles, A rather more pereonal de-
seription is recorded by M. Bordeanx,
quoting from the Journal des Debats. The
writer says:

“He was a resiless looking little boy,
thinner and paler than the others, whose
round, black eyes secmed to shine with a
gombre brilliance. Those eyés, ‘which
eight to tem years lnter were {6 hunt and
pursue so miny girplanes, wefs passion-
ately self-willed, “The same teniperament
is evident in a snapshot of the same period
in which Georges is seen playing at war,

“The eollege register of this year tells
ns he had a clear, aclive, well’ balanead
mind, but that he was thonghtless, mis-
chie? making, disorderly, eareless; that he
did not work and was undlmplmed
though without malice; that he was very
proud and ambitions o attain first rank.
In fact at the end of {he first year yomg
Guynemer reeclved the first prize far
Latin translation, the first prizé for arith-
metio and folir honorable mentiond”

M. Bardeanx's hook, “The Life of Guy-
nemer, Knight of the Air,” is replete with
similar personal deseriptions and its Eng-
lish version should prove as popnln s
ha.- the ong'mal
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MRS . JAMES WARBASSE .
put it into ‘Co-op.’” His offer—well. of
eourse it was acoepted, like those of oth-
ers who gave sums as high as $500, until
to-day the store has more wouey then it
nevds,

It is the Finns, really, who have e
the greatest suceess of eooperation in this
country. In the textile town of Fich-
burg, Mass., wlieh now has the lurpest
Finnish population of any town in the
country, and in towns around Boston,
they are running their own stores, board-
ing houses and bakeries. In four towns
they run their own milk carts,

They have a publishing house that Las
grown from a nest egg of $10 1o a plant
worth $200,000. Four years ago—or was
it only twol The Finns' cooperatives
prosper so rapidly—they started a bank
with $40000. Now they bank half a
million.

The secret of Finnish sueceess docsn'd
lie only in enterprise and stubborn deter-
mination, but in the coneeption of coop-
eration as & new social order, a way of
soquring demoeracy. The Finns don't
take out of the eooperative many of the
pennies it saves; they leave them in to
enlurge the business and to provide cluba
and anmusements, The pennics saved,
they say, are few when measurd by in-
dividual savings, but make n substantial
snm when measured vollectively, especially
if they are kept turning over and over.

Finns Provide Education, Too.

A pood illustration of this social spirit
is to be foupd i the older Finnish dis-
tricts of the north Centrul States where
the business done through the long chain
of cooperatively owned enterprises runs
into millions of dollars, The Finns pever
neglect the educational side of the work,
They provide elubs and elasses und publi
cations going to keep the spint of their
work growing. Oue of their publications
is & monthly m.nglziuei.numdcd to edocate
their women m suffrage and cooperation,

The way not to start eooperatives can
be illustrated by the 100 cooperative stores
of Califernia, most of which have gone to
pieces. They failed for the reason that
thers was no social vision behind them,
merely the desire to save a Jiftle on the
groeery bills, In the faee of the preju-
dice created by former failures it took
{he eourage of a man like Ernest Ames, an
Engtlish minister and friend of Tolsioy, to
build another ehain of stores grounded on
community life. His has perbaps been
the most difficult task of any organizer in
the country.

Dalton Clark in fhe {ri ‘-'n(es distriet
around P‘mahu.rg has been pulting the co-
opernfives op A social basiz. Wacked by
the funda' and enthusiasm’ of the lahor
men he has reorganized isolated slores un-
til to-day, tcg-l-ther with the m~w stores,
they form a "¢hain’ of geventy stun», with
the additional levcngr of n \nl\ulmnh. or=
gnmmtmn

It is to belp mtm to start right that
the most important eommitice of the con-
vention was appointed, one on national
unity, of which Mrs. James Warbusse of
Brooklyn i# ehairman, Tts work is to ges
oure nrgﬂni?m, estahlish f sehool for
training store managers—for Jhe husiness
of runring a cooperalive store is very dif-
ferent from-that of the privafely owned
store—and to provide pamphlets (elling
new groups how to start a cooperative
store and the simplest me-ll:od; of ln-
ﬂngmupermn accomta =
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